CHAPTER III

THE LUSITANIA DISASTER



JOHANN VON BERNSTORFF, representa-
tive of the German Republic to the League of Nations, dur-
ing the current decade let few opportunities slip at Geneva
to remind the League members of Article VIII of the Cove-
nant. Article VIII has to do with general disarmament.
Heavy set now, even paunchy, and smooth-shaven, but
with thinning blond hair parted in the middle as newspaper
photographs always depicted him before Washington deliv-
ered him his passport in the spring of 1917, it was the same
Count Bernstorff who, as Imperial Germany's ambassador to
Washington, placed brief advertisements in the New York
newspapers late in April, 1915, advising Americans not to
sail on the last voyage of the S. S. Lusitania.
The Bernstorff warnings caused newspaper correspondents
to keep their ears close to the ground during the balmy days
of early May in Fleet Street, London. Little did any of us,
working for American newspapers and press associations, feel
that hardly a week after the Bernstorff advertisements we
should be in Ireland talking to half-crazed survivors of the
stricken liner, and looking in the faces of its tragic dead.
British Admiralty authorities openly scoffed at the idea
that the Germans would attack the Lusitania, especially since
the liner's passenger list included such Americans as Alfred